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" he had little virtue and less religion ".    Neal, the historian
of the Puritans, has so far improved upon Burnet's statement
as to affirm that "he made a jest of religion any further
than it was a political engine of State'1.    In view of the
currency given to these statements, grossly defaming the
memory of a good man, it is worth while to quote at greater
length Burnet's opinion, together with that of another con-
temporary.     "Sheldon,"  says  Burnet,  "was accounted a
learned man before the wars, but he was ever engaged so
deep in politics that scarce any points of what he had been
remained.    He was a very dexterous man in business, had a
great quickness of apprehension and a very true judgment.
He was a generous and charitable man.    He had a great
pleasantness in conversation, perhaps too great.    He had
an art that was peculiar to him of treating all that came to
him in a most obliging manner; but few depended much on
his professions of friendship.    He seemed not to have a very
deep sense of religion, if any at all, and spoke of it most
commonly as of an engine of Government and a matter of
policy.    By this means the King came to look on him as a
wise and honest clergyman."    In the   Commentaries^- of
Samuel Parker, Sheldon's chaplain and James II.'s nominee
for the Presidency of Magdalen and the Bishopric of Oxford,
we have a portrait of Sheldon which is at once obviously
true to life, and at the same time sufficiently accounts for
the uncharitable interpretation of Burnet and Neal.    " Arch-
bishop Sheldon," writes Parker, "was a man of undoubted
piety, but though he was very assiduous at prayers yet he
did not set so great a value on them as others did, nor
regarded so much worship as the use of worship, placing the
chief point of religion in the practice of a good life.    In his
daily discourse he cautioned those about him not to deceive
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